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A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 

For the better Administration of Justice at the 
holding of Petty Sessions by Justices of the 
Peace in Ireland. 

N. B .' — The Clause marked (A.) and the Schedule marked [A.] were 
added by the Committee. 

the holding of Petty Sessions by Justices of Preamble, 
the Peace in Ireland has been found conducive to a better 
administration of the Laws, and to the general interests of His Majesty’s 
Subjects within that part of the United Kingdom : And whereas it is 
5 expedient to afford additional facilities for holding such Petty Sessions, 
and for securing a uniform and effectual mode of procedure therein ; 

513 d tt therefore dhtattrti, by The KING’S most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
i o authority of the same, THAT it shall and may be lawful to and for counties, 
the Justices of the peace, at the October Sessions to be holden Svfdedlnto 
next after the passing of this Act, to divide the county, county Voiding Petty 
of a city, or county of a town, for which such Sessions shall be holden, sessions, 
into such districts, for the purposes of this Act, as to them shall 
1 5 seem most expedient, fixing within every such district a place wherein 
the Petty Sessions shall be holden for such districts respectively. 

And be it further Enacted, That an order in writing shall be made Extent of 
by the said Courts of Quarter Sessions assembled as aforesaid, specify- piL^faedVor 
ing the extent of each and every such district, and the names of every ^tty 

., 0 place fixed for the holding of Petty Sessions, which order shall be crown books 
entered in the Crown book by the respective Clerks of the Peace, and 
a certified copy of such order transmitted by such clerk of the peace 
to the respective secretaries to the Grand Juries, and shall be laid 
before the several Grand Juries at the spring assizes then next ensuing, 
and shall be printed with the presentments granted' at such spring 
assizes. 
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And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and 
for the said Grand Juries to present an Annual Sum not exceeding Ten 
pounds for the rent of a public Justice Room in each of the places 
wherein such Petty Sessions shall have been appointed to be openly 
held as aforesaid ; provided that wherever a public court house shall 5 
have been built and be maintained at any place so appointed, no such 
presentment shall be made; and the Petty Sessions shall be holden in 
such public court house, and not elsewhere. 

And be it further Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to and 
for the Justices, at every such Petty Sessions assembled, to appoint one i G 
fit and proper person to act as their Clerk during their pleasure, which 
clerk shall be authorized to receive the several fees, as by the Schedule 
to this Act annexed ; and that no other or greater fee shall be taken by 
such clerk, or by any other person, for any summons, order, warrant, 
informatioivrecognizance, conviction, or for any other matter or thing 1 5, 
done by the said Justices at Petty Sessions. 

And be it further Enacted, That a printed Table of the said Fees 
shall be affixed within every court house or public Justice room wherein 
such Petty Sessions are holden ; and if any other or greater fees than 
those set forth in the Schedule are demanded or taken for any act 2 o 
matter or thing done at the said Petty Sessions, any person so 
offending shall forfeit the sum of Five Pounds to be recovered by 
civil bill, by any person who shall sue for the same : Provided never- 
theless, that no fee whatsoever shall be demanded taken or received by 
any clerk to such Petty Sessions, or by any clerk to any J ustice of the 25 
peace, or by any other person, for any summons, warrant, information, 
recognizance or other magisterial act done by any Justice at any other 
time place or any other manner than at Petty Sessions. 

And be it further Enacted, That a Registry or Record in writing shall 
be kept by each and every clerk of Petty Sessions, of all acts or orders go 
and proceedings, whether in civil or criminal cases, in the manner and 
form set forth in the Schedule to this Act annexed ; such registry or 
record to be signed on each day upon which such Petty Sessions shall 
he holden, by all the Justices present; and that no summons, warrant, 
conviction, committal, information, recognizance, or any other magis- g- 
terial act or order of any kind, be issued or signed without the making 
an entry thereof in said record or registry. 

And be it further Enacted, That all informations and recognizances 
, sworn and acknowledged at the said several Petty Sessions, shall 
once ip every Month at the least, be transmitted to the Clerk of 
the Crown and Clerk of the Peace, as the nature of the case may 
require. 
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And be it further 1 Enacted, That in' alt cases hr which, frOffi peculiar 
and pressing emergency, and for the apprehension of offenders and the 
prevention of crime, it becomes necessary for a single J ostite to act, and 
not in Petty Sessions, such Magistrate do report such case' to the Petty 
Sessions then next ensuing; to he hdlden for the" district in which such 
Justice acts, and that a particular entry be made in the registry of every 
such Petty Sessions of every such case. 
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And be it further Enacted, That a List of all 1 informations and recog- 
nizances sworn and acknowledged! before Justices acting singly, be made wjiere^ single 
no; out by the respective clerks- of the crown and of the peace, and 1 shall to be laid 
be laid before the Judges of assize and the Justices in- Quarter Session, Sessions, 
respectively, together with* the names of the parties before whom such 
informations and recognizances were sworn and acknowledged 1 . 



15 



And be it further Enacted, That every summons; warrant, information, 
conviction, committal, recognizance, order, or any other Act' of the 
parties at Petty Sessions, shall be signed by Two Justices at the least, 
and not by any one person or chairman, or on the behalf of others,, and 
that no such documents be signed in blank. 
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AND whereas copies of the Statutes at large are annually distributed Statutes 'not 
20 for the use of Justices of the peace in Ireland, BE it Enacted, That buted^o"" 
from and after the passing, of this Act* such distribution: shall hi the first 
place be made in the several counties for the several Petty Sessions Sessions shall 

r , . ,. have been first 

within such counties respectively ; and that no such copies be distri- provided, 
buted to individual Magistrates until the Petty Sessions shall have been 
25 first therewith provided. 

And be it farther Enacted, That it shall and may be lawful to> and justices of 

, , subsequent 

for any Justices of Petty Sessions, to hear and proceed and deter- p e tty Sessions 
mine upon- any case- in which such Justices have jurisdiction by law, ^es^aUhmigh 
although the summons for the same may have been issued, and the 
30 complaint received, by other Justices at a previous meeting of such Petty received at 
Sessions, in such and the like manner as if the first complaint was made, meetings, 
and the summons issued by the same parties before whom the subsequent 
proceedings were had and taken. 



AND whereas an Act was passed in the Parliament of Ireland, in the 2 G.i. 

35 second year of the reign of King George the First, intituled, “ An Act 
“ to empower Justices of the peace to determine Disputes about Ser- 
vants, Artificers, Day Labourers, Wages, and other small demands, 

“ and to oblige Masters to pay the same, and to punish idle and 
“ disorderly Servants and another Act was passed in the fifty- 54 G. 3. 
fourth year of the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, 
intituled, “ An Act to repeal the several Laws for recovery of small 
327. A 2 “ sums 
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“ sums due for Wages in Ireland and to make other provisions for 

recovery of such Wages ;* and it is expedient to explain and amend 
the same; BE tt therefore Enacted, That the wages of a schoolmaster 
and schoolmistress shall be recoverable under the provisions of the 
said Acts ; Provided also, that no proceedings for the recovery of any 
wages under the said Acts, be taken when the complaint be lodged 
within Six calendar months after the same shall have fallen due. 

AND whereas by the said Act of the iifty.fourth year of the reign 
of his late Majesty, it is provided, that an appeal shall lie at the option 
of either party against the award of Justices for the recovery of wages ; 
BE it Enacted, by and with the authority aforesaid, That before any 
such Appeal shall be made, the party appealing shall give security, by 
recognizance, before the petty sessions, in double the amount of the sum 
tor which such award shall be given, and that in default of entering into 
such recognizance, the order by such Justices made shall be held to 
be final and conclusive. 
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SCHEDULE [A.] 



FEES to be taken at Petty Sessions in Ireland, by the Clerks 
appointed to act therein. 

Each summons and copy for civil claim under three 
shillings - 

D° if above three shillings - 

Warrant - - . B 

Drawing information 

— recognizance 

Bail bond 

Appeal - - 

Supersedeas 



No other or greater Fees than those herein set forth, to be taken for 
any act, matter or thing, done at Petty Sessions. 
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